
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

FOOTHILLS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
HELD 

SEPTEMBER 17th, 2002 (TUESDAY) 
 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foothills Fire Protection District (referred to 
hereafter as “Board”) was convened on Tuesday, September 17th, 2002 at 6:30 P.M., at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club, 24933 Club House Circle, Golden, Colorado. 
The meeting was open to the public. 
 

I. ATTENDANCE: 
 

A. Directors In Attendance Were: 
1. John A. McKenry, III, Chairman 
2. Marvin Miller 
3. W.R. “Rick” Hughes 
4. John Findling 
5. Richard Kunter 

 
B. Also In Attendance Were: 

1. Tim Hendrix 
2. Robert Sontag 
3. Kristina Emperor 
4. Jacob Sliemers 
5. Dick Scheurer 
6. Timothy Cusick 
7. Jim Shea 
8. Jon Schreiner 
9. Jen Sliemers 

 
II. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 

A. Approve Agenda  
• Motion to Approve Agenda as amended:   John Findling 
• Seconded:  Marvin Miller 
• Discussion: Rick Hughes asked to add an executive session at the end of 

the meeting, to discuss a personnel matter. 
• Vote: Unanimous 

 
B. Review and Approve Minutes of the August 20th, 2002 Regular Meeting (enclosed). 

 
• Motion made to approve minutes: Marvin Miller 
• Seconded:  Rick Hughes 
• Discussion: none 
• Vote: Unanimous 



 
III. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 
A. Review and approve payment of claims through the period ending September 17th 2002, 

totaling $50,202.37 for operations. 
 

• Motion to Approve: Marvin Miller 
• Seconded:  Rick Hughes 
• Discussion: Rob Sontag updated the board on the checks received for the 

wild land fires reimbursements.  Rick Hughes asked for clarification on the 
personnel column, specific to the salaries of the paid staff of Foothills Fire 
and Rescue.  Rick Hughes asked that the next board packet be more 
detailed in these areas.  Timothy Cusick informed the board that this 
information requested by Rick Hughes, will be reflected in future packets.   

• Vote:  Unanimous 
 

B. Review and accept unaudited financial statements, for the period ending July 31st 2002 
(enclosed).  

 
• Motion to Accept Unaudited Financial Statements:  Marvin Miller 
• Seconded:  John Findling   
• Discussion: None 
• Vote: Unanimous 

 
C. Consider Appointment of Tim Cusick, Richard Kunter, and Rob Sontag As Budget 

Officers to develop the 2003 Budget 
 

• Motion to Appoint: Rick Hughes 
• Seconded:  Marvin Miller 
• Discussion: None  
• Vote:  Unanimous 

 
D. Discussion of Selection Process for Auditing Firm to Audit FY 2002 Books.  
 

• Discussion: Rob Sontag informed the board of the details of this selection 
process.  Richard Kunter asked we hold over the previous years auditing 
firm.  Timothy Cusick informed the board of the specifics of this selection 
process, and how to proceed with further audit interaction.  John Findling 
asked for specifics on this selection process timeline.   

 
E. Approval of Commercial Federal Bank, Evergreen Branch (953 Swede Gulch Road, 

Golden, CO 80401) as the District’s primary Bank.  
 

• Motion to Approve: Marvin Miller 
• Seconded:  Richard Kunter 



• Discussion: Rob Sontag informed the board of the specifics of this 
procedure, and the required fingerprints for the banks forms.  

• Vote:  All in Favor with the exception of Rick Hughes. 
 

F. Discussion of request for waivers from response billings and process to deal with these 
in the future.  

 
• Motion to Appoint Rick Hughes and Richard Kunter as the response 

Billings Appeal Board: Marvin Miller 
• Seconded:  Rick Hughes 
• Discussion: Rob Sontag informed the board of the current status regarding 

sent invoices, collection, etc.  Rob Sontag informed the board of the letters 
from some of these invoices requesting waivers for fees.  Rob Sontag 
asked for specific details as to how the board will decide to waive these 
fees or not in the future.  Richard Kunter suggested we use two board 
members be used to review these waiver requests, and decide on the 
appeal.  John Findling suggested we take the type and complexity of the 
call into account in these reviews.  Richard Kunter and Rick Hughes were 
elected as the members to review these forms.   

• Vote:  Unanimous 
 

 
IV. LEGAL MATTERS 
 

A. Status of discussions with Denver Fire Department re: Denver Mountain Park 
Properties.  

 
• Discussion: Dick Sheruer updated the board on the current status of our 

interaction with Denver Fire Department re: Denver Mountain Park 
Properties.  Currently, there seems to be no move forward by The City and 
County of Denver in resolving the issues at hand.  Dick Sheruer clarified 
the standard operating guidelines for Denver Mountain Park response in 
the future.  The board discussed the options we have to obtain 
reimbursement.  Dick Sheruer informed the board that he would, at the 
board’s direction, continue the written dialogue with Denver Fire 
Department.  Rob Sontag suggested that we include the specific fees 
(average past and standard present), as well as call volume in this letter 
Dick Sheruer will be sending.   

• Vote:  Unanimous 
 
B. Discussion of review of General Obligation Bond Documents re: disposition of 542 

restrictions.  
 

• Discussion: Dick Sheruer informed the board of the current status of this 
bond disposition.  Dick Sheruer will keep the board informed of any 
changes or updates in this situation.  



 
V. DEPARTMENT ISSUES 

 
A. Administrator’s Report  and Status of the fleet (enclosed). 
 

1.   Discussion: Rob Sontag informed the board that we will be giving Jack   
Kintner his plaque now that he is back in town.  We have completed all pump 
testing and the hose testing is scheduled for November.  We are still in the 
process of taking over the financial aspect of the district.  Rob Sontag informed 
the board of the current ballpark amount of $12,000 we have collected after the 
first round of collections.  The draft budget will be presented to the board as of 
October 15 as required by statue.  Rob Sontag informed the board that Rick 
Hughes request to have vehicle specific information, was in this packet for their 
review.  John Findling asked for specific information on any major vehicle 
issues, and Rick Hughes asked that we have a specific date that these 
expenditures occur.   

    
        2.  FEMA Grant Status.   

 
a. Discussion: We have been passed over in this current round, but have not 

received a letter stating we are out of the running.   
 

B. Chief’s Report:  We received thank you cards from Chief Hosa for a job well done.  The 
officers are now in the process of working the details of a guaranteed call response.  We 
now have a flag pole, and it will be installed in the days to come.  The board discussed 
the options of a memorial, and decided to dedicate it to all fallen firefighters.  Frank 
Ramsdale is the new chief of Pleasantview Fire.   

 
C. Fire Marshal’s Report – Rick Hughes asked for an update on Ralston Elementary 

School.  Rob Sontag informed him that they were sent a letter asking for action, and the 
district has yet to hear from them.  

 
D. Report from Support Auxiliary: Jen Sliemers updated the board on the current status of 

the support auxiliary, upcoming elections, and call response.  Jen Sliemers informed the 
board that she will not be running for president this next election. 

 
E. Status report on the Communications Authority.  Rick Hughes informed the board that 

North Fork Fire Department is no longer on the committee.  The board members 
received a letter on the reasoning for North Forks departure.  

 
 

 
VI. COMMUNITY COMMENTS: None 

 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS:  Richard Kunter asked for specifics on some of the checks he was 

asked to sign.  Rob Sontag informed Richard Kunter that these are the checks for the 



wildland reimbursement.  Richard Kunter informed the board of the current status of the 
542 bond, and the financial specifics therein regarding interest rates, total bond, refinancing 
costs, etc.   

VIII. ADJOURNMENT   
 
• Motion to Adjourn at  19:45 P.M. and move to executive session: Rick 

Hughes 
• Seconded:  Marvin Miller 
• Vote: Unanimous    

 
Next regular meeting scheduled for October 15th, 2002.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
By: Rob Sontag 
 Secretary for the Meeting 



THESE MINUTES APPROVED AS THE OFFICIAL AUGUST 20TH, 2002 MINUTES OF THE 
FOOTHILLS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SIGNING 
BELOW: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
John A. McKenry, III 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
John Findling 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Marvin Miller 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
Richard Kunter 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
W.R. “Rick” Hughes 



 
 
 
 


